		

TIMES ARE TOUGH RIGHT NOW BUT THERE ARE WAYS YOU CAN HELP
There are many ways in which you can help change the lives of homeless Veterans and families struggling on Long Island. Please
consider the following options if you would like to make a lasting impact:
• Make a donation today

• Make a gift in honor of a loved
one or special occasion

• Select a specific program
to support

• Match your gift through your
company’s matching gift program
• Gifts of Appreciated Securities

• Donate a vehicle

• Donate a property/ home
• Naming rights opportunities

Kevin Mulry, Esq.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME!
• Host a food or supply drive

• Provide Tutoring Services

Call for more information and make a difference in your community now and for generations to come!
(516) 564-4764 or visit our website at www.newground.org

Create a meaningful way to honor your relationship with New Ground that will yield significant tax advantages and financial
rewards. By making a bequest through your will or trust, or naming New Ground as a beneficiary of other assets, you will make a
lasting impact on Veterans and families in need and create your own legacy of support. A consultation with an attorney and/ or tax
advisor is typically required. Creative ways you can remember New Ground:
• IRA Rollover Gifts
• Gifts of Property Remainder Trusts

• Charitable Remainder Trusts
• Charitable Lead Trusts

If you would like to learn more about ways to include New Ground in a will or other estate planning,
please contact us at 516-564-4764 x125.

THANK YOU!

We are truly grateful for the overwhelming support received during the pandemic. Many thanks to the following Corporations,
Organizations and Foundations for your generosity, which allowed our social workers to be there every step of the way for
New Ground’s Veterans, parents and children as they faced so many new challenges due to COVID-19.
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National Grid Foundation
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BREAKING THE CYCLE OF

HOMELESSNESS

Empowering Long Island’s Veterans and
families to function independently for
generations to come.

** Founder
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ADVISORY BOARD
Rod Ganis, Chairperson
Expense Reduction Analysts

PLANNED GIVING

• Bequests
• Life Insurance Gifts
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• Adopt a Family for the Thanksgiving or December holidays

• Join a Committee
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• Sponsor an event
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Steven DiDominica
Dees’ Nursery & Florist Inc.
Steven J. DiMare
Unified Window Systems Inc.
Michael DiSpirito, ChFC
Woodbury Financial
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Hugh Finnegan, Esq.
Romer Debbas LLP
Robert Fusaro
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Henry Greve, CPA
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St. John’s University
Elise Henry, MS, MPH, OTR/L
CUNY York College
Mary T. Hoeltzel
Cigna

NEW GROUND LAUNCHES A SPECIAL GIVING TREE
CAMPAIGN FOR THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY
Help sustain New Ground’s future. Breaking the
cycle of generational homelessness starts with
the children in our community. You can be the
reason they succeed.
A monthly gift of $30 provides a child one hour
of individualized, subject-specific tutoring with
an education professional giving them hope for
a brighter future.

Wells Fargo

Veterans Program

BankUnited

General Support

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS BOARD
Melissa D. Mohan, Chairperson
Asher Allweiss
Joshua Bailey
Dana Barash
Traci Baydala
Ryan Caldwell
Rick Cooper
Cara Cunha
Jacqueline Farrigan

Casey Grzinic
Christine Heaney
Gareth Hoernel
Andrew Korman
William Louie
Tim McGrath
Diane Serenita
Maria Zena

MISSION STATEMENT:
We maintain that the key to breaking the cycle of homelessness is not only to provide short-term assistance to
homeless families and veterans, but to work at eliminating its root causes so these individuals can become, and
remain, self-supporting. We identify, and then respond to, those at risk with programs that provide educational,
technical, and emotional support. This empowers these families and veterans to function independently.
Working in collaboration with institutions in the public and private sector, NEW GROUND is able to involve
existing agencies to better respond to the growing needs and challenges of Long Island’s homeless population.

NEW GROUND IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THE APPOINTMENT OF
STEVEN PECORINI AS PRESIDENT OF ITS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
We are all part of a wonderful organization, and I am honored to be your new Board President.
While this past year has been filled with challenges and uncertainty, New Ground was able to make
a significant impact serving our clients. As we look ahead, I have hope for what the future will hold
and am grateful to you, our incredible supporters, for assisting New Ground’s Veterans and families
through this pandemic with unwavering dedication.
Looking ahead, the Board and I will be focused on how to prepare New Ground for the future and how
to meet the evolving challenges of homelessness on Long Island. We will also continue celebrating
this years’ important milestone: 30 years of breaking the cycle of homelessness for Veterans,
parents and children in our community! Please watch your email inbox for key updates and follow
us on social media to stay informed.

STAFF

Financial Literacy Program
General Support

David Hutchinson
Claims Service Bureau of NY
Eileen Lamberti
Retired Educator, Garden City Public Schools
Thomas M. Lamberti, Esq.
Putney, Twombly, Hall & Hirson, LLP
Joseph Macchiarola, Esq
Friend
Kathleen (Kay) McKiernan
Retired Educator
Steve Melore, Esq.
Farrell Fritz
Frank Morizio, CLTC, LUTCF
The Hotaling Group
Joanne O’Brien, Ed.D
Molloy College
James Rose, Esq.
Certilman Balin Adler & Hyman LLP
Stephen Ryerson
Friend
Jeffrey Schwartzberg
Premier Commercial Real Estate, LLC
Eric Schweizer
Friend
Jeffrey Siler, Esq
Siler & Ingber, LLP
John Stype
Retired/Neefus-Stype Agency
Robert Tonne
Friend
Michael Webb, Esq
Nixon Peabody, LLP
Carol Whalen, Ed.D.
Retired Educator
Kathleen Wisnewski
National Grid
Dorothy Zizzo
Insperity

Shannon Boyle, LCSW

In celebration of New Ground’s 30th Anniversary,
join the Special Edition Giving Tree and make your impact today!
Text GivingTree30 to 41444 for more information.

Evol Sweeney, M.A.
Diane Serenita
Salina Barnao, LCSW
Anne Marie Bernhart

Executive Director
Associate Program Director
Director of Development & Events
Social Work Director
Office Assistant

Steven Pecorini
New Ground Board President

“Together with all of you, we will continue New Ground’s mission to ensure that anyone looking for help
and struggling with homelessness has an opportunity for a brighter future.”

30TH ANNIVERSARY
VIRTUAL GROUNDBREAKERS GALA CELEBRATION
After reviewing the latest available
information and in collaboration with
many of our supporters, we have made
the decision to host our 30th Anniversary
Groundbreakers Celebration as a virtual
event once again this year.
30th Anniversary
On Wednesday, November 10th at
7:00PM, please join us from the comfort
Virtual Groundbreakers Gala
Wednesday, November 10 @ 7PM
of your home, or gather with family and
close friends, as we honor our Founder,
Honoring
Recognizing
Sr. Máiréad Barrett and her vision for New
Ground. On such a momentous occasion,
Our Past
Board
we will also recognize the past presidents
PRESIDENTS
of the New Ground Board of Directors who
contributed to shaping the organization
Emmet Agoglia
Ed McDougal
Máiréad M. Barrett, OSU
over the past 3 decades.
Thomas Cleary
Steve Ryerson
Founder of New Ground
Jean Friedman
Joanne Saunders
This special 30th Anniversary Program
will feature stories from our Veterans and
For their inspiration and leadership,
shaping New Ground over the last 3 decades
families as we travel through the years,
from where it all began to where we are
For more info: text GROUNDBREAKERS to 41444
today. There are so many accomplishments
to celebrate!
JOIN US as we salute Sr. Máiréad and others who have shaped New Ground, enjoy our Groundbreakers signature cocktail
and bid on fabulous auction items– all to support New Ground’s Veterans, parents and children caught in the vicious cycle of
homelessness and poverty on Long Island.
Registration for the Gala is free but we hope you will consider making a donation in support of our critical programs and
services. All donations made to this year’s virtual event are 100% tax deductible.
Our 45 minute event program will stream live at the top of our Gala webpage starting promptly at 7:00pm EST on
Wednesday, November 10th 2021.To visit the event webpage: scan the QR code with the camera on your mobile
device or text GROUNDBREAKERS to 41444, where you will be sent a direct link to the event webpage.

CONGRATULATIONS NEW GROUND ON 30 YEARS!

30 YEARS OF NEW GROUND – A WALK DOWN MEMORY LANE

As New Ground recognizes our 30th Anniversary this year, we celebrate all the Veterans and families who have successfully
reached their goals to break the cycle of homelessness and poverty. Their success would not have been possible without the
continued and generous support of all of you. THANK YOU for making a difference in the lives of our neighbors most in need!
Despite the ongoing challenges of COVID-19, New Ground Veterans and families remain focused on their future and
doing the hard work to make change happen. This was abundantly clear the past weeks as New Ground assisted a Veteran
with moving out of a homeless shelter and into his own apartment. Originally working on his education goals, Ralph* received
help with evaluating higher education programs and determining what he wanted to pursue, enrolling in college under the
new GI Bill, receiving school supplies and selecting his courses. He then worked with his Social Worker to create a schedule
for his week to stay organized – it had been a long time since he had been in school and prioritizing classes and study time
along with part time work and family responsibilities was a challenge! Ralph was extremely grateful for the help to stay on top
of his courses and succeed in school and quickly realized he needed New Ground’s services to benefit other areas of his life.
He sought guidance with budgeting and generating a savings to realize his goal to move into an apartment with his mom,
who was also in a homeless shelter. He knew that he needed a more permanent home to successfully complete his education
program, and his mom was too fragile to be in a shelter on her own.
While Ralph worked on his finances, he also received assistance in searching for apartments. Finally he found a twobedroom that was affordable and met both their needs. He had his savings to cover first month’s rent and other costs, but little
was left to furnish the home. New Ground provided gently used donations to help, including a couch, mattress, flat screen TV
and stand, desk and desk chair, dishes, framed pictures and food to stock the fridge and pantry. Ralph was most excited about
the bookshelves though, saying they matched his overall organization plan for keeping his studies on track! He’s settled now
and reached out recently.

On January 15, 1991, New Ground opened its doors, welcoming struggling families. Sr. Máiréad Barrett realized her dream of
blending social work services and education programs to give homeless parents and children the long-term support they needed
to achieve their goals and truly break the cycle of homelessness and poverty. Thirty years later and following a global pandemic
that has rocked the world and shaken our economy, New Ground is needed now more than ever! Thank you to everyone supporting
New Ground over the years, making it possible to impact the lives of so many Veterans, parents and children in need.

SPONSOR

TAKE A JOURNAL PAGE

REGISTER TO ATTEND

MAKE A GIFT

Our Veterans & families have been
especially hard hit by the pandemic
crisis and your support means more
now than ever, as they continue their
work to rebuild their lives out of
homelessness and poverty. Sponsored
virtual tables will have the option
to meet for 1 hour prior to the live
program, staring at 6pm and will have
access to view the live program at 7pm.

Share a congratulatory message with Sr.
Mairead and everyone who has helped
shape New Ground over 30 years! You
can now do this with a video message or
print ad. Journal pages will be featured in
our virtual journal that will be displayed
on the Gala event page throughout the
coming year, also a great way to highlight
your business to the New Ground
community.

Get your tickets for the 30th
Anniversary Gala either online or by
submitting the mail-in-form to us.
Registration is free but we hope you
will consider making a donation in
support of our critical programs and
services.

The transformational power
of your gift positively impacts
Veterans, parents and children in
our community for generations
to come. Make a life changing
gift today! All donations made
to this year’s virtual event are
100% tax deductible.

(since 1991!)

Back in 1991, Sr. Máiréad’s vision began
to take form in New Ground’s first office
space, a small room in the basement of a
Church. Following that, office space was
rented in Hempstead for many years.

Here are just a handful of recent accomplishments by our Veterans and families
who have been putting your support to great work to achieve their goals.
•

A Veteran in our Veterans Program since 2017, has steadily improved his credit with his Social Worker’s assistance.
In this last year, his credit score rose to 725 after being at 600 for many years. Paying off over $2,300 in debt made a
significant impact the past twelve months. A higher score impacts various items, including now getting better car
insurance rates to reduce this monthly cost. He is now focused on building his savings while continuing to work on
paying down his final debts and keeping his budget on track.

•

Earlier this year New Ground hosted a virtual Zoom workshop on self-care during challenging times for homeless
youth in a local shelter. The discussion included the importance of self-care for overall mental and physical health.
Self-care strategies for everyday life were reviewed with the young men and women in attendance. Social Workers
also covered the use of positive affirmations and the significant impact speaking kindly to ourselves has on one’s state
of mind. At the end of the session, the youth shared how they felt both inspired and empowered by the information
and conversation. One teen stated she had never heard such things talked about publicly and she was very excited
to implement these strategies to help get her through her tough times.

•

•

We’ve danced at different venues for 20 years raising much needed
funds for New Ground’s Veterans and families. Now, our largest
fundraising event of the year, the Groundbreakers Gala helps sustain
our annual operating budget allowing New Ground to support even
more homeless in need.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony and Open House for
New Ground’s Veterans House
In 2018, New Ground opened our new 2-family Veterans residential home in Huntington, NY
where two single Veteran moms with two children each are working hard on their goals to
achieve a brighter future.

Golfing for a Cause

For 25 years, New Ground supporters have come out to play this popular
sport with friends and family, all to help the Veterans and families we serve.
There’s nothing quite like good food, good golf and good fun, all while
supporting your favorite charity!

The Evolution of New Ground’s Logo
#1

#2

From Homeless
to Homeowner

Following the donation of various new and gently used kitchen and household items, New Ground helped outfit a
new home for a JumpStart Program family who finally secured their own market rent apartment. Utilizing a majority
of their savings to pay the first month’s rent and security deposit left very little for purchasing household necessities.
New Ground’s help in providing these items went a long way to making their new apartment into a home.
A JumpStart Program mom who has been in the US since she was a small child applied for citizenship with our
assistance 16 months ago. She has had her green card for many years and a lifelong goal to become a citizen. She
finally had the funds to apply for citizenship and completed all the forms with her Social Worker’s help. She was
granted an appointment for her Naturalization application interview this spring and studied hard for her citizenship
exam. In April she passed the exam with flying colors and officially became a United States citizen.

Now, with your support, in 2017 New Ground
purchased office space of our own – our
beautiful building in Levittown!

Dinner Dances Through The Years

“Thank you New Ground! Me and my mom are so happy and comfortable in our new home. It feels like forever since I had a
place of my own, and I’m so grateful to have been able to give her this too. With COVID, I was always worried that she would get
sick and I would lose her. Now I can keep her safe and keep on top of my courses and finally earn my degree. This is my dream
come true! Thank you all for helping me make it happen!”

Questions? Please contact Diane Serenita, Director of Development & Events
(516) 564-4764 ext. 125 or events@newground.org

WAYS TO PARTICIPATE

Oh The Places
We’ve Been

#3

Do any of these versions of our logo ring a bell?

In 2012, New Ground launched
a partnership with Habitat for
Humanity Nassau County to
begin making homeless families
homeowners. Thanks to our
volunteers who have worked on a
number of builds for New Ground’s
families over the years!

